Johnny Tremain SPECIAL PROJECT

The Almanac

"Almanacs are a valuable source not only for the fine details of local history, but for broader inquiries into social, cultural and intellectual life."


In Unit 3 in the book, we are introduced to Rab and the printing shop that produces the Boston Observer.  Besides the newspaper, the printing shop publishes "notifications, proclamations, broadsides, trade cards."  Almanacs were popular during this time period as well.  Benjamin Franklin's Poor Richard's Almanac found wide success.  


You are to create your own almanac from this time period.  Remember that Johnny Tremain occurs in Boston, Massachusetts from 1773 through 1775.  Your almanac will include the following items.

( A name for the almanac, a date and your name as publisher.

( After choosing the date for your almanac, write two paragraphs about the 

     
 historical events going on during that time period. (use history books) ***

( A Weather Guide explaining the forecast for the upcoming season.

( Advice of the Day - This can be short like Ben Franklin's, "A penny saved is a 
penny earned." (This is the paragraph started in class)***

( A paragraph concerning one of the Rules of Etiquette for the Day. (See George 


Washington's Rules of Civility & Decent Behavior in Company and Conversation.) ***

( Three different types of puzzles including Riddles, Math Teasers, Conundrums, 


Palindromes, and other word games. ***

( An article of three paragraphs about the current world leaders of the day…The


Patriots! (Your history book will be helpful.  Use men like Adams, Payne, Washington,   


Franklin, Revere, and the King of England.) ***

( Three interesting facts about scientific achievements of the day in paragraph form.***

( A paragraph about a new game or toy of interest. *** 

( One piece of advertising suitable for the time period. **
( One political cartoon, originally drawn -- NO photocopies or pictures off the Internet. **
( Three different graphics or illustrations. (The political cartoon does not count as one.)

( Two paragraphs about first aid and medical information of the times. ***
(EXTRA CREDT:

· A TimeTable showing traveling distances between Boston and other cities.

· Word Search of Crossword puzzle using at least 20 vocabulary words from

Johnny Tremain.

· A Calendar of the month you chose with important dates/holidays noted on it

· A selection of verse or prose fiction of the time period (lyrics to a song)

· A Geographical or historical essay of at least 3 paragraphs

· Detailed information for the farmer or gardener of the time including planting

Dates, new inventions, profitable crops, workers/slaves for sale

The form your almanac takes is up to you.  Almanacs have been printed on long single sheets of paper or in pamphlet form.  You may wish to produce yours in book or booklet form.  It is possible to lay out many of the requirements on one sheet of paper.  Think creatively.  Stay in the time period of 1773 - 1775 and in the location of Boston.

This project is due ___________________________________________________________.

